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ENG 3313: Advanced Composition 
T/R 9:30-10:45 a.m. in Main Building (MB) 1.206 

 

Professor: Dr. Crystal Colombini 

Office: MB 2.2460 

Office Phone: (210) 458-5134 

Office Hours: T 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. & by apt. 

E-mail: Crystal.Colombini@utsa.edu 

 

Course Description:  
Welcome to ENG 3313! The goal of this course is to 

examine the principles and procedures of 

informational, expository, and persuasive prose in 

academic settings. In this section, we will approach 

that examination through rhetoric, a rich area of 

study in the persuasive arts that has its roots in ancient times. Philosopher and rhetorician 

Aristotle defined rhetoric as “the power of discovering the possible means of persuasion in 

reference to any subject matter.” Learning about and practicing with classical methods for 

discovering those means, we will explore ancient as well as contemporary writing conventions 

and experiment with various means of cultivating rhetorical skill. At the same time, you will 

immerse yourself in researching a controversial issue of your choice, using rhetoric first to 

identify and understand the associated arguments and eventually to compose a persuasive, well-

supported argument of your own. Bringing the ancient appreciation for effective delivery into 

modern times, you will conclude the semester by creating a presentation that reinvents your 

argument to appeal to a target audience through a contemporary multimodal genre. 

 

Texts & Required Materials:  

 Ancient Rhetorics for Contemporary Students, Sharon Crowley and Debra Hawhee 

 Bound notebook or journal for Commonplace Books  

 Sufficient resources to print assignments, additional readings, and papers as needed 

 

Contact & Availability 

Each week, I will be available in my office during the office hours listed above. I invite you to 

come see me and chat in person about your writing, your research, or any concerns you may 

have. If the listed time does not work for you, I am happy to arrange an alternate time. If I must 

reschedule my office hours, I will let the class know in advance.  
 

Email is generally the best way to reach me: I check my email regularly and will try to respond 

within 24 hours. A word of caution: If you have a question about an assignment, please do not 

wait until the last minute to email, as you may not receive an answer in time. Email is also the 

means by which I will contact you if necessary. It is a requirement of this class that you provide 

an email address to an account that you check frequently. 

 

Attendance and Timeliness: 
Attendance is mandatory in this course. Each student is allowed two absences without a grade 

penalty apart from loss of that day’s participation points. Successive absences will each result in 

mailto:Crystal.Colombini@utsa.edu


 

 

2 

a 5% deduction off your final course grade. Six or more absences (three weeks of the course) 

may result in automatic course failure. 

 

On-time arrivals to class are equally important. Participation points will be lost for frequent late 

arrivals, with three late arrivals of more than ten minutes being treated as an absence. It is very 

important to be in class, be on time, and be prepared for the work of the day. Please contact me 

in advance to make arrangements for any special circumstances. 
 

Late Work: 

Because we will frequently work with written assignments during class time, the success of the 

course will depend upon students coming to class prepared. Assignments should be printed, 

stapled, and ready to submit at the beginning of the class in which they are due. Late work 

disrupts the flow of the course and my ability to read and return work in a timely fashion. With 

my permission, late assignments may be submitted up to two days late for a 25% reduction in 

points, by email or to my box in the Department of English. Assignments later than two days will 

not be accepted unless you have made prior arrangements with me. Please note that if you must 

miss a class, you may receive full points for your work if you email to me before class begins. 

 

Classroom Etiquette: 

Please arrive on time and prepared each day. Cell phones should be off and stowed out of sight. 

Sleeping in class, texting, checking e-mail, or doing work for other classes will not be tolerated. 

During discussion, differences of opinion are welcome and encouraged with one caveat: Respect 

is of utmost importance. Derogatory comments will not be tolerated; if they persist after a 

warning has been issued, you may be asked to leave, costing you attendance and participation 

points for that day. Please contribute to a positive and productive classroom environment by 

keeping your contributions to our discussions diplomatic and respectful at all times. 

 

Grading Breakdown 

Participation & Preparation (10%) 

Progymnasmata & other Rhetorical Exercises (20%) 

Commonplace Book (20%) 

Persuasive Paper & Process Work (40%)  

Final Multimodal Research Presentation with Rationale (10%) 

(See Course Design section below for more information about these components) 

 

Grading Scale 
A 92-100% 

A- 88-91 

B+ 86-87 

B 82-85 

B- 78-81 

C+ 76-77 

C 72-75 

C- 68-71 

D+ 66-67 

D 62-65 
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D- 60-61 

F below 60 

 

University Support Services  
Support services, including registration assistance and equipment, are available to students with 

documented disabilities through the Office of Disabled Student Services (DSS), MS 2.03.18. 

 

University Academic Dishonesty Policy:  

The University of Texas at San Antonio is a community of scholars, where integrity, excellence, 

inclusiveness, respect, collaboration, and innovation are fostered. Academic honesty is valued as 

highly in my classroom as it is elsewhere in the university. Any student who commits an act of 

scholastic dishonesty is subject to discipline. Such acts 

include but are not limited to cheating, plagiarism, 

collusion, the submission for credit of any work or 

materials that are attributable in whole or in part to 

another person, taking an examination for another 

person, or any act designed to give unfair advantage to 

a student or the attempt to commit such acts. 

 

The University of Texas at San Antonio Academic 

Honor Code 

 

A. Preamble  

The University of Texas at San Antonio 

community of past, present and future students, faculty, staff, and administrators share a 

commitment to integrity and the ethical pursuit of knowledge. We honor the traditions of 

our university by conducting ourselves with a steadfast duty to honor, courage, and virtue 

in all matters both public and private. By choosing integrity and responsibility, we 

promote personal growth, success, and lifelong learning for the advancement of 

ourselves, our university, and our community. 

 

B. Honor Pledge 

In support of the ideals of integrity, the students of the University of Texas at San 

Antonio pledge: 

 

“As a UTSA Roadrunner I live with honor and integrity.” 
 
C. Shared responsibility 

The University of Texas at San Antonio community shares the responsibility and 

commitment to integrity and the ethical pursuit of knowledge and adheres to the UTSA 

Honor Code. 
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Course Design 

 

Participation & Preparation (10%): Your participation includes in-class discussion, group 

workshops, and more. More than attendance, participation reflects the degree to which you 

engage the course material, goals, and in-class activities. Failure to participate is equivalent to an 

absence. Preparedness is equally important. We will typically work with a text chapter each 

week, engaging with presented ideas first in a more conceptual way and then expanding that 

engagement through practice. Generally, you will have 20-40 pages of reading to accomplish for 

the Tuesday class meeting and a writing assignment to complete for Thursday. Please come each 

day having completed and taken sufficient notes on all assigned reading. You will also be 

expected to continually advance your research project by meeting the Research Goals built into 

the progymnasmata assignments. 

 

Progymnasmata & other Rhetorical Exercises (20%): Over the semester, you will complete a 

series of shorter writing assignments that are intended to support your work on your chosen 

research topic. Most of these are adapted versions of the progymnasmata, a series of progressive 

rhetorical exercises to help students cultivate a strong rhetorical sensibility. See Progymnasmata 

assignment descriptions for details. 

 

Commonplace Book (20%): As you learn about classical and contemporary rhetorical 

principles and practices, and as you immerse yourself in reading and writing about your chosen 

research topic, your commonplace book will provide a place to record, imitate, and analyze key 

quotes (with citations) from sources or stakeholders or other relevant discourses including 

common themes, arguments, and strategies from different authors. See Commonplace Book 

assignment description for details. 

 

Persuasive Paper & Process Work (40%): Your research and writing in this course will 

culminate in a well-developed, well-written argument paper (7-8 pages) that addresses a specific 

audience in order to take a position. Your issue must be rhetorically significant: there must be 

urgency, there must be people who have the ability to do something about the issue, and you 

must have a clear stake in the outcome of the situation. Aside from these criteria, you can choose 

any topic you wish. See Persuasive Paper assignment description for details. 

 

Multimodal Research Presentation with Written Rationale (10%): Finally, at the end of the 

term you will be required to create and deliver a presentation that makes an argument on behalf 

of your issue, and which will be assessed on both the content and delivery. While it can take a 

variety of forms, it must make a clear argument to a specific audience using one or more 

technologies of your choice. See Multimodal Presentation assignment description for details. 

 

Other Information about Written Work: 

 

Format: All essay assignments should be formatted in MLA style. All assignments must be 

typed, double-spaced with no extra spaces, in black Times New Roman size-12 font with 1-inch 

page margins. All pages should have a header in the upper-right hand margin with your last 

name and the page number. All assignments including references (direct or indirect) to non-class 

sources should include a Works Cited page. 
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Drafting and Revision: For the purposes of this class, the words draft and revision have very 

specific meanings: 

 A draft is your first full effort at the project; it meets the minimum page requirement, and 

it meets all goals of the assignment to the best of your abilities. Partial or incomplete 

drafts limit the quality of feedback that your peers and I can give, and thus will not earn 

full process points.  

 A revision also requires full effort. Occasional line edits do not a revision make; between 

drafts of major writing assignments, I will be looking for you to make significant and 

effective changes to overall structure, organization, and detail in addition to addressing 

local issues with grammar, spelling, punctuation, etc. 

If you are having trouble with drafting or revising an assignment, please come talk with me 

before the due date. 

 

Writing is a Process: By the end of the semester, you will have completed several drafts of your 

longer research paper. While most shorter assignments will be graded as they are submitted, and 

while you are required to complete all research process work for points, your longer persuasive 

paper will progress through several revisions and receive comprehensive feedback from your 

peers and from me before it receives a grade. This approach is informed by the belief that writing 

is a process; it is only by taking your writing through an extended process of prewriting, 

drafting, workshopping, revising, and polishing that you can recognize your strengths, target 

your weaknesses, and strive for your full potential as a writer. If at any point throughout the 

course you are concerned with your grade or your potential to earn a desired grade, please feel 

free to come and talk with me. 

 

Schedule of Reading and Assignments 
 

*Please note that this schedule is subject to change.  

Writing and reading assignments may be altered or added as the semester progresses.* 

Wk Tuesday Thursday 

1 

 8/30:
 
Introduction to Syllabus & Class

 

 

For next class: 

Read: ARCS Ch1, 1-20 

2 

9/4: Introduction to Ancient Rhetoric 

*Due today: NA* 

 

For next class: 

Read: ARCS Ch1, 20-36 

Write: Research Plan 

9/6: Practice & the Progymnasmata 

*Due today: Research Plan* 

 

For next class: 

Read: ARCS Ch11 

Write: Draft PGI 

3 

9/11: Cultivating Copia 

*Due today: PGI for In-Class Discussion* 

 

For next class: 

Write: Commonplace Entry #1 

Write: Revise and finalize PGI 

9/13: Commonplacing 

*Due today: PGI Revised & Commonplace 

Book Entry #1* 

 

For next class: 

Read: ARCS Ch2, 37-55 

4 
9/18: Kairos & the Rhetorical Situation 

*Due today: NA* 
9/20: Scheduled Individual Conferences 

*Due today: PG II* 
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For next class: 

Write: PGII 

 

For next class: 

Read: ARCS Ch3, 56-87 

5 

9/25 Analyzing & Achieving Stasis 

*Due today: NA* 

 

For next class: 

Write: Stasis Analysis 

Write: Update & bring Commonplace Book 

9/25: Applying Stasis Analysis 

*Due today: Stasis Analysis* 

*1
st
 Commonplace Book Collection* 

 

For next class: 

Read: ARCS Ch4, 88-117 
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10/2: The Common Topics  

*Due today: NA* 

For next class: 

Write: PGIV 

10/4: Persuading with Common-Places 

*Due today: PGIV* 

For next class: 

Read: ARCS Ch5, 118-145 

7 

10/9: Arguments from Logos 

*Due today: NA* 

 

For next class: 

Write: PGV 

10/11: Confirming and Refuting 

*Due today: PGV* 

 

For next class: 

Read: ARCS Ch6, 146-169 

8 

10/16: Arguments from Ethos 

*Due today: NA* 

 

For next class: 

Write: PGVI 

10/18: Creating Character 
*Due today: PGVI* 

 

For next class: 

Read: ARCS Ch7, 170-199  

9 

10/23: Arguments from Pathos 

*Due today: NA* 

 

For next class: 

Write: PGVII 

10/25: Practicing Encomium & Invective  

*Due today: PGVII* 

 

For next class: 

Read: ARCS Ch8, 200-221
 

10 

10/30: Extrinsic Proofs 

*Due today: NA* 

 

For next class: 

Write: PGVIII 

Write: Update & bring Commonplace Book 

11/1: Introduction of Law 
*Due today: PGVIII* 

*2
nd

 Commonplace Book Collection* 

 

For next class: 

Read: ARCS Ch9, 222-249 

11 

11/6: Arrangement 

*Due today: NA* 

 

 

For next class: 

Write: PGIX 

11/8: Planning & Developing the Thesis 

*Due today: PGIX* 

 

For next class: 

Write: First full draft of final paper 

Read: Begin ARCS Ch10, 250-300 

12 

11/13: In-Class Workshop 
*Due today: 1

st
 draft (w/ copies) for in-class 

workshop focused on content and 

organization* 

 

For next class: 

Write: Begin revisions based on peer feedback 

Read: Complete ARCS Ch10, 250-300 

11/15: Composition & Arrangement 

*Due today: Draft (w/ copies) for style 

analysis* 

 

For next class: 

Write: Revise paper based on feedback 

Write: Revision Process Memo 

Read: ARCS Ch12, 325-347 

Compose: Begin preparing MM Presentation 

13 11/20: Delivery & Memory 11/22: No Class 
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*Due today: Revised final paper drafts with 

Process Memo* 

 

For next class: 

Compose: Continue preparing presentation 

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

14 

11/27: Individual Conferences 

*Due today: NA* 

 

For next class: 

Write: Fully revise paper for final draft 

Write: Update/complete Commonplace Book, 

including Final Reflection 

Compose: Continue preparing presentation 

11/29: Final Paper Workshop 

*Due today: Final Commonplace Book 

Collection* 

 

For next class: 

Write: Complete final revisions 

Write: Final Cover Letter 

Compose: Finalize MM Presentation 

15 12/4: Scheduled Multimedia Presentations 12/6: Scheduled Multimedia Presentations 

16 12/11: Student Study Day / No Class  

 

12/17, 10:30am to 1:00pm: Final Class Meeting  

 
 

 


